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Preface 

After a great amount of work the following information was copied and 
checked for assembling. 

One must realize that mistakes are inevitable so please be forgiving if 
an error is found. 

My aim and goal was that the children of this, and future generations 
would enjoy reading the records and to inspire some to continue the records 
of their respective families where this one ends. 

I wish to thank the families for their co-operation, for without their 
help it would have been impossible to compile these records. 

My special thanks to Karon and Allan Nietzke for their help in assembling 
this book and Mary Beth Baur for designing the cover. 

I think that the letter from cousin Otto Moroff of Germany will be 
of special interest to you. 

Hope you will enjoy reading the history of the pioneer settlement at 
Sebewaing and the Great Fire at Bad Axe in 1881. These manuscripts were 
taken from several books and newspaper clippings. 

In loving memory of our Parents 
Karl and Barbra Weippert 

Martha (Weippert) Neumann 











Karl Weippert was born in Schwollbronn, Germany on October 30, 1872. 

He had three brothers, John, Herman and August and one sister Sophie. Sophie 
was married to a Mr. Moroff and remained in Germany. His three brothers came 
to America and settled in New York. Karl served with the German Army. After 
his discharge he came to America to visit his three brothers in New York. 

While visiting his brothers he decided to visit his childhood friend Carl 
Binhammer who was serving as pastor of New Salem Lutheran Church in Sebewaing. 
His friend persuaded hime to stay in Sebewaing and find employment. He met 
his future bride Barbra Schwenk at the church. 

Barbra Schwenk, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Schwenk, was born in 
Schwartzwald, Germany on December 19, 1880. She had two brothers Carl and 
John and a sister Christina. Her father came to America to establish a home 
for his family. He bought sixty acres of timber land on Rick Road near 
Unionville. He cleared some land and built a log cabin. He then sent for 
his family and they left Bremen, Germany on April 28, 1888 and arrived in 
New York. They boarded a train in New York and traveled to Unionville where 
they were met by their husband and father. 

The family settled on the farm and the children attended school at the 
New Salem School on the old Unionville Road. 

Christina Schwenk was employed in Detroit after she completed her 
schooling. She was married to William Satow of Sebewaing on December 2, 1915 
by the Rev. Carl Binhammer. 

Carl was married and was employed as an engineer with the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Railraod in Ohio. 

John was married to Florence Killinger and lived near Unionville. 

Karl Weippert and Barbra Schwenk were united in marriage on October 9, 
1902, by the Rev. Carl Binhammer of New Salem Lutheran Church. They purchased 
eighty acres of timberland one and three quarters miles north of Bach at 
4193 Bay Port Road. The land had to be cleared by hand with the help of 
horses. After months and years of hard labor the land was cleared and a home 



Their union was blessed with thirteen children, seven daughters and 
six sons. The children all attended St. Peters Lutheran School in Bach where 
the classes were conducted in German, 

During World War I certain parties in the government tried to bar the 
German language from the religious schools. The people of the area protested 
vigorously and they voted to keep the German language in the religious schools 
The people also had to refrain from speaking the German language while 
gathered in small groups in public. 

Four of Karl and Barbra Weippert f s son’s were drafted during World 
War II. Herman, Albert, Arnold and Harold, all returned home safely. 

Karl and Barbra lived on the farm until 1947 when their sons Arnold and 
Herman took over the farm. They purchased a heme at 821 Grove Street in 
Sebewaing where they spent the remaining years of their lives. 

They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on October 19, 1952 with 
all thirteen children attending along with thirty-three grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. Karl passed away March 16, 1956 and Barbra on 
June 1, 1962. 


Karl and Barbra (Schwenk) Weippert 
Married October 9, 1902 


Children 
Emma Weippert 
Eraelia Weippert 
Mary Louise Weippert 
Clara Ella Weippert 
Martha Sophie Weippert 
Sophie Louise Weippert 
Carl Herman Weippert 
Herman Fredrick Weippert 
Otto Fredrick Weippert 
Albert Fred Weippert 


Date of Birth 
February 9, 1903 
May 25, 1904 
March 28, 1906 
April 26, 1908 
June 23, 1910 
July 25, 1912 
July 16, 1914 
November 25, 1915 
February 20, 1917 
February 7, 1918 



Arnold William Weippert 
Elsie Edna Dorthy Weippert 
Harold Arthur Weippert 


February 7, 
December 6, 
June 8, 1923 


Karl Deceased March 16, 1956 
Barbra Deceased June 1, 1962 


1918 

1919 
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ront row, left to right, Albert, Arnold (twins). Father, Elsie, Otto, Harold, Mother, Herman, 
ack row, left to right, Martha, Emelia, Emma, Sophie, Clara, Mary, Carl, Jr. 










Bottom row, left to right, George and Donald Meyer, Emelia Gawne, Paul, Emma, Esther, Marcella and James Meyer, 
Harold Weippert, Clara Woldt and daughter Norma. 

Middle row, left to right, Thomas Bingham, Henry Wolf and son William, Mary Wolf and daughter Barbra, Barbra and 
Karl Weippert, Martha Neuman and daughter Marilyn, Leonard Neuman, John Woldt. 

Top row, left to right, Sophie Bingham, Russel Gawne, Carl. Herman. Otto Albert Arnniri vrici«* 





Erama Weippert 


Emma Weippert and George Meyer of Bach, Michigan were united in marriage 
on November 5, 1923. George was employed on the Barthdomy farm near Bach. 
Shortly after their marriage they moved to Detroit where George had employment 
After a year they returned to Bach where they purchased a farm two miles east 
of Bach on the Bach Road. They farmed until 1946 when they moved to Caro 
where they purchased a home on State Street. They later sold the State Street 
home and purchased a home at 130 Hooper Street. George was employed in Caro 
and Emma was employed at the Caro Community Hospital. George passed away on 
December 27, 1961. Several years after George’s death Emma moved to Bay City 
where she now lives at 207 Barclay Street. 

Their union was blessed with six children, Marcella, Donald, James, 
Esther, Paul and Joan. Paul passed away on August 23, 1945. 

Marcella Meyer was married to Stanley Reder of Bay City on November 5, 
1949. They have two children Sharon Ann and Leonard Stanley. 

Sharon Ann Reder was married to Joseph Ayotte of Bay City on January 27, 
1973. They have one child John Joseph. 

Leonard Stanley Reder was married June 1, 1974 to Marita Latche of 
Germany. They were married in Germany. Leonard is serving with the U.S. 

Army. He has been with the Army since 1970. They have one child, Sascha. 

Donald Meyer served with U.S. Navy during 1945 and 1946. He was 
stationed in Japan for nine months. He was married to Rosalie Johnson of 
Manistee, Michigan on August 18, 1951. They have six children, Jean, Daniel, 
Karen, Sara, Judith and Eric. 

James Meyer served with the Merchant Marine from 1945 thru 1947 and with 
the U.S. Army from 1947 thru 1952. He served with the paratroopers and has 
twenty-five jumps to his credit. He was married August 21, 1954 to Dorthy 
Rhoades of Yale. They have four children Ellen, David, Mark and Denise. 
Denise passed away March 11, 1966. 



Esther Meyer was married to John Connors of Harbor Beach on June 9, 1956 
at Caro. They have six children, Stephen, Paul, Maureen, Christopher, Michael 
and Mary. 

Joan Meyer was married to Robert Nemeth of Saginaw on November 15, 1968. 
Prior to their marriage Robert served with the U.S. Army from 1965 thru 1967. 
He was stationed in Vietnam. They have two children Daren and Craig. 


Emma and George Meyer 
Married November 5, 1923 


Children 
Marcela Meyer 
Donald Meyer 
James Meyer 
Esther Meyer 
Paul Meyer 
Joan Martha Meyer 


Date of Birth 
September 3, 1924 
March 17, 1926 
March 11, 1928 
February 3, 1931 
October 19, 1933 
April 4, 1937 

George Deceased December 27, 1961 
Paul Deceased August 23, 1945 
Marcella and Stanley Reder 
Married November 5, 1949 


Children 

Sharon Ann Reder 
Leonard Stanley Reder 


Date of Birth 
July 26, 1950 
February 13, 1952 


Sharon Ann and Joseph Ayotte 
Married January 27, 1973 


Children 


Date of Birth 


John Joseph Ayotte 


June 13, 1975 



Leonard and Marita (Latche) Reder 
Married June 1, 1974 


Children 
Sascha Reder 


Date of Birth 
April 27, 1975 

Donald and Rosalie (Johnson) Meyer 
Married August 18, 1951 


Children 

Jean Elizabeth Meyer 
Daniel Paul Meyer 
Karen Patricia Meyer 
Sara Katherine Meyer 
Judith Ann Meyer 
Eric Andrew Meyer 


Date of Birth 
July 29, 1952 
December 11, 1953 
May 21, 1956 
April 29, 1960 
June 5, 1961 
October 4, 1962 


James and Dorthy (Rhoades) Meyer 
Married August 21, 1954 


Children 
Ellen Mae Meyer 
David James Meyer 
Mark Alan Meyer 
Denise Meyer 


Date of Birth 
January 8, 1957 
November 10, 1958 
February 1, I960 
August 31, 1961 

Denise Deceased March 11, 1966 
Esther and John Connors 
Married June 9, 1956 


Children 

Stephen John Connors 
Paul Gerald Connors 
Maureen Ann Connors 
Christopher Allen Connors 

Michael Todd Connors 
Mary Beth Connors 


Date of Birth 
March 24, 1957 
October 2, i960 
December 24, 1961 
January 11, 1963 
June 10, 1964 
November 23, 1966 



Joan and Robert Nemeth 


Children 

Daren Michael Nemeth 
Craig Edward Nemeth 


Married November 15, 1968 

Date of Birth 
March 8, 1970 
November 15, 1971 



Emelia Weippert 


Emelia Weippert and Russel Gavme, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Gawne were 
united in marriage on July 19, 1925 by the Rev. G.A. Schmelzer at New Salem 
Lutheran Church, in Sebewaing. Emelia was employed in Saginaw prior to her 
marriage. She was employed at Eaton Corporation and retired after twenty- 
four years of service. 

Russel served with the U.S. Navy from 1920 to 1923. He served aboard the 
destroyer U.S.S. Tacoma. After his honorable discharge he and his father 
constructed and piloted six airplanes. Russel was employed at Saginaw 
Steering Gear for thirty-four years. 

After their marriage they purchased a home on Sixth Street in Saginaw. 
They later sold the home and purchased another on James Street. The James 
Street house was also sold and they purchased their present home at 731 
Post Street, Saginaw. 

Russel and Emelia celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary in 1975. 

A dinner was held on July 20, 1975 at the Bavarian Inn in Frankenmuth in 
honor of the occasion. All of Emelia's twelve brothers and sisters attended 
along with Russel's sister Stella. 

Emelia and Russel Gawne 
Married July 29, 1925 



Mary Weippert 


Mary Weippert and Henry Wolfe of Saginaw were united in marriage on 
June 23, 1929. Mary was employed in Saginaw prior to their marriage. 

Henry was an electrician in Saginaw. They first purchased a home on Webber 
Street in Saginaw and later built a new home at 6795 Townline Road, Birch 
Run. 


They have three surviving children William, Barbara and Doris. Twin 
boys died shortly after birth. 

Henry Wolfe passed away on January 10, 1969. 

William Wolfe served with the U.S. Army from 1952 to 1954. Ke was 
stationed in France. 

Barbara Wolfe was married to A1 Carr of Saginaw on August 8, 1964. 
Barbara was previously married to Spike Zirkle. Barbara has two children, 
Steve and Bernice Zirkle. Steve is currently in military service and Bernice 
was married on September 27, 1975. 

Doris Wolfe was married to Carl Gotham on January 8, 1955. They have 
three children Larry, Terry and Debra. Larry and Terry are currently serving 
with the U.S. Air Force. Terry was married on March 9, 1974 to Barbara O' 
Donald and they have one child Terry, Jr. 

Mary and Henry Wolfe 
Married June 23, 1929 


Children 
William Wolfe 
Barbara Wolfe 
Doris Wolfe 


Date of Birth 
November 25, 1930 
October 12, 1933 
May 31, 1937 


Henry Deceased January 10, 1969 


William Wolfe 



Barbara and A1 Carr 


Children 
Steven Zirkle 
Bernice Zirkle 


Children 
Larry Gotham 
Terry Gotham 
Debra Gotham 


Children 


Married August 8, 1964 


' Date of Birth 

December 19, 1954 
December 1, 1956 

Bernice and Michal Hildebrandt 
Married September 27, 1975 

Doris and Carl Gotham 
Married January 8, 1955 

Date of Birth 
July 25, 1956 
July 25, 1956 
January 8, 1965 

Terry and Barbra O'Donald Gotham 
Married March 9, 1974 

Date of Birth 


Terry Jr. Gotham 


August 8, 1974 



Clara Weippert 


Clara Weippert was united in marriage to John Woldt son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Otto Woldt on December 1, 1929. Prior to their marriage Clara was employed 
for some time in Saginaw. John was also employed in Saginaw at the Chevrolet 
Plant on Genessee Avenue. They purchased an eighty acre farm at 9290 Canboro 
Road two miles south and one quarter mile east of Kilmanagh. They are still 
living on the farm. 

Their union was blessed with one daughter, Norma. Norma attended St. 
John's Lutheran School in Kilmanagh and Sebewaing High School. Norma married 
Donald Bauer of Sebewaing on December 27, 1952. Donald Bauer served with the 
U.S. Air Force from 1951 to 1953. He was stationed at Heidelberg Germany. 
They have two children, Sandra and Mary Beth. They are living in Sebewaing 
where Donald is employed at Paul Millerwise T.V. and he also farms. 


Children 

Norma Jean Woldt. 


Clara and John Woldt 
Married December 1, 1929 


Date of Birth 
May 14, 1934 


Children 

Sandra Ann Bauer 
Mary Beth Bauer 


Norma and Donald Bauer 
Married December 27, 1952 

Date of Birth 
September 22, 1955 
January 19, 1960 



Martha Weippert 


Martha and Leonard Neumann were united in marriage on September 27, 1931. 
They were married by the Rev. G.R. Schmelzer of New Salem Lutheran Church, 
Sebewaing, Michigan. At that time of their marriage Martha was employed by 
the Frank Sommers in Saginaw, Michigan and Leonard was employed by the Michigan 
Sugar Company and by his father Otto Neumann. They purchased Otto Neumann’s 
farm in 1942. They are still living on the farm at 9614 Rescue Road, Sebewaing. 

Their union was blessed with four children Marilyn, Arlene, Harlon, 
and Sharon. They all attended Immanuel Lutheran School and they are all members 
of Immaiuel Lutheran Church. All four attended Sebewaing High School. 

Marilyn was married to Albert Prich of Sebewaing on December 15, 1951. 

They have four children, Elaine, Shirly, Brian and Lynn. Elaine was fatally 
injured in an automobile accident on November 10., 1969. Shirly was married 
to Chris Stevens of Owendale on July 7, 1973. Marilyn and Albert live on a 
farm on Bach Road between Owendale and Gagetown. 

Arlene was married to Kenneth Gremel of Sebewaing on March 14, 1959. 

Kenneth served with the U.S. Navy from 1954 to 1957 and was assigned to the 
Atlantic Fleet. They have two children, Annett and Audrey. They presently 
live in Sebewaing. 

Harlon was married to Sandra Kain of Bay Port on January 9, 1965. Harlon 

served with the U.S. Army from 1964 to 1967. He was stationed at Fort Sill, 

Oklahoma and was assigned to the Second Howitzer Battery. They have three 
children, Barbara, Harlon, Jr. and James. They live in Sebewaing where Harlon 
is employed as a mechanic at Gettel f s, Inc. 

Sharon was married to Ronald McAlpine of Owendale, on May 7, 1966. They 

have one child, Kevin Lee. Sharon and Ronald were separated in November of 


1970. 



Martha and Leonard Neumann 
Married September 27, 1931 


Children 

Marilyn Ann Neumann 
Arlene Martha Neumann 
Harlon Otto Neumann 
Sharon May Neumann 


Date of Birth 
October 7, 1933 
August 28, 1937 
August 13, 1943 
August 5, 1944 


Marilyn and Albert Prich 
Married December 15, 1951 


Children 

Elaine Marie Prich 
Shirly Sue Prich 
Brian Prich 
Lynn Rita Prich 


Elaine Marie Prich Deceased November 
Arlene and Kenneth Gremel 

Married March 14, 1959 


Date of Birth 

July 23, 1952 

February 1, 1954 

August 15, 1960 

November 19, 1961 
10, 1969 


Children 

Annett P. Gremel 
Audrey Gremel 


Date of Birth 
January 16, 1960 
March 9, 1965 


Harlon and Sandra Kain Neumann 
Married January 9, 1965 


Children 

Barbara Sue Neumann 
Harlon Otto Neumann Jr. 
James Leonard Neumann 


Date of Birth 
June 8, 1967 
September 10, 1968 
February 18, 1970 


Children 

Kevin Lee McAlpine 


Sharon and Ronald McAlpine 
Married May 7, 1966 


Date of Birth 
December 28, 1966 


Divorced November, 1970 



Sophie Weippert 


Sophie worked in Saginaw prior to her marriage on January 12, 1935 to 
Thomas Bingham of Saginaw. They were married at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Saginaw by the Rev. Adolph Bernthal. 

Sophie was first employed by Eaton Manufacturing and then at the Saginaw 
Court House. 

Sophie and Thomas purchased a home at 1217 Randolph Street in Saginaw. 

Their union was blessed with two children, Kay and Thomas Jr. 

Thomas Bingham passed away on May 28, 1965. 

Thomas, Jr. served with the U.S. Navy from 1963 through 1965. He served 
on the Mediteranean Sea and in Europe. He was honorably discharged in 1965. 

Sophie and Thomas Bingham 
Married January 12, 1935 

Children Date of Birth 

Kay Bingham July 8, 1939 

Thomas Bingham, Jr. April 16, 1941 

Thomas Bingham Sr., Deceased May 28, 1965 
Kay and Bob McCreedy 
Married August 15, 1959 

Children Date of Birth 

Kelly McCreedy May 6, 1961 

Divorced 

Kay McCreedy and Marshall Fast 
Married July 25, 1970 
Thomas Jr. and Sue Mitchell Bingham 
Married July 7, 1973 

Children Date of Birth 

Kevin Mitchell Bingham 


Michael Bingham 


July 22, 1965 
September 4, 1974 



Carl Herman Weippert 


Carl and Katherin Klemkowski Himmel of Sebewaing, Michigan were united 
in marriage in 1941. They took up farming east of Bach and later moved to 
Cass City, Michigan. They still live in Cass City at 6351 Pine 
is employed at Saginaw Steering Gear in Saginaw and Katherin is employed in 
Cass City. 

They have nine children, Mary Ann, Barbara, Margaret, Carl Jr, Ronald 
Otto, Janet and Gayle and Leona and Stanley Himmel. 

Ronald served with the U.S, Army from 1968 to 1970. He was stationed 
at Ft. Carson, Colorado. 

Stanley (Butch) Himmel served with the Armed Forces and died June 17, 1966 
in Washington D.C. while on duty with the Secret Service. He received four 
medals, The Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, the National Defense Service 
Medal, The Vietnam Service Medal and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Ribbon 
Bar. 


Carl Herman and Kathrin (Klemkowski) Himmel 
Married, 1941 


Children 

Date of Birth 

Mary Ann Weippert 

March 21, 1942 

Barbara Weippert 

February 14, 1943 

Margret Weippert 

May 30, 1945 

Carl Weippert, Jr. 

May 13, 1948 

Ronald Otto Weippert 

July 6, 1949 

Jan Weippert 

August 10, 1953 

Gayle Weippert 

July 10, 1955 

Leona Himmel 

March 6, 1937 

Stanley Himmel 

June 30, 1938 



Children 
Heather Darga 
Brian Darga 


Mary Ann and Ray Darga 
Married July 17, 1967 

Date of Birth 
September 1, 1967 
July 6, 1970 

Barbra and Eugene Finkbeiner 
Married June 2, 1960 


Children 
Gene Finkbeiner 
Scott Finkbeiner 


Margaret and Bert Curtis 
Married September 24, 1965 


Children 
Kris Curtis 
Bert Curtis Jr 


Date of Birth 
July 28, 1966 
October 7, 1967 

Carl, Jr. and Nancy Arvil Weippert 
Married November 23, 1974 
Ronald Otto and Christine Guinther Weippert 
Married November 9, 1968 


Chil dren 
Lynn Weippert 
Matthew Weippert 


Children 
Michael Warren 


Date of Birth 
December 20, 1969 
March 1, 1973 

Jan and Peter Zowinski 
Married February 12, 1972 
Gayle and John Warren 
Married January 2, 1972 

Date of Birth 
April 29, 1973 


Divorced May 16, 1974 



Leona and Jim LaFave 


Children 
Cory LaFave 
William LaFave 


Married March 2, 1957 

Date of Birth 
September 10, 1958 
October 30, I960 

Stanley Himmel 
Deceased June 17, 1966 



Herman Fredrick Weippert 


Herman was drafted by his country and left for military Service on April 
21, 1941. He served from 1941 until 1945. He served with an antiaircraft 
weapons battalion in the Pacific theater. He was stationed in Hawaii for a 
time. He was awarded three medals and one battle star and was honorable 
discharge in 1945. 

After his discharge he returned home where he took over the home farm 
along with his brother Arnold in 1947. They took over the farm when their 
parents moved into town. Herman still lives on the home farm where he is 
still actively engaged in farming. 



Otto Fredrick Weippert 


Otto W/eippert and Viola Polley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Polley 
were united in marriage on April 27, 1940. Following their marriage they 
lived in Saginaw, Michigan for a year. They returned to Huron County and 
took up farming south of Owendale, Michigan on the Ernest Fiebig farm. Later 
they purchased a farm south of Owendale on the Bach Road from William Fritz. 
They still reside on the farm on Bach Road on Otto is actively engaged in 
farming. 

Their union was blessed with three daughters, Geraldine and twins 
Sharon and Karon. 

Geraldine Weippert married Dale Koehler of Sebewaing, Michigan on 
August 4, 1962. They have two children, David Dale, and Julie Ann. They 
reside in Sebewaing where Dale is chief of Police. 

Sharon Weippert married Dennis Engelhardt of Kilmanagh, Michigan on 
April 4, 1964. They have three children, Sheila Marie, Deborah Louise, and 
John Dennis. They reside on Bach Road south of Owendale where Dennis is 
engaged in farming. 

Karon Weippert married Allan Nietzke of Sebewaing, Michigan on August 
29, 1964. They have three children, Amy Jo, Scott Allan, and William Otto. 
They live in Sebewaing and Allan is a C.P.A. and president of Karl Leppien 
and Company P.C. at Pigeon, Michigan. 



Otto Fredrick and Viola (Polley) Weippert 


Married April 27, 1940 


Children 

Geraldine Ann Weippert 
Sharon Kay Weippert 
Karon May Weippert 

Geraldine and Dale Koehler 
Married August 4, 1962 

Children 

David Dale Koehler 
Julie Ann Koehler 

Sharon and Dennis Engelhardt 
Married April 4, 1964 

Children 

Sheila Marie Engelhardt 
Deborah Louise Engelhardt 
John Dennis Engelhardt 

Karon and Allan Nietzke 
Married August 29, 1964 

Children 
Amy Jo Nietzke 
Scott Allan Nietzke 
William Otto Nietzke 


Date of Birth 
March 19, 1942 
June 3, 1945 
June 3, 1945 


Date of Birth 
August 12, 1965 
September 14, 1969 


Date of Birth 
August 21, 1966 
March 19, 1968 
January 21, 1974 

Date of Birth 
September 16, 1965 
March 7, 1969 
January 28, 1975 



Arnold William Weippert 


Arnold was drafted by his country and left for military service in 
January, 1942. He served from 1942 until 1945. He was assigned to a 
medical detachment in Tallahassee, Florida. After receiving his honorable 
discharge he returned home where he took over the home farm along with his 
brother Herman in 1947. They took over the farm when their parents moved into 
town. 


On October 23, 1948 he was united in marriage to Dorthy Nimtz Harris. 
They later purchased another farm. Arnold is still actively engaged in 
farming. 

They have one son, Gary Harris. Gary was drafted by his country and 
served from 1965 until 1968. Gary served with the U.S, Array Honor Guard 
and was stationed at Fort McNair, Washington D.C. 

Gary was married to Diane Biarski Cederberg on December 13, 1974. 

They reside at 414 North Center in Sebewaing. They have two children, Jill 
Cederberg and Steven Michael. 

Arnold William and Dorthy (Nimtz) Weip.pert 
Married October 23, 1948 


Children 
Gary Harris 


Date of Birth 
January 20, 1942 

Gary and Diane (Biarski) Harris 
Married December 13, 1974 


Children 
Jill Cederberg 
Steven Michael Harris 


Date of Birth 
October, 1970 
November 2, 1975 



Albert Fred Weippert 


Albert was drafted by his country and left for military service in 
January, 1942. He served from 1942 until 1945. He was assigned to the 
Army Air Corps and served in the Carribean Area. He was stationed at the 
Galapagus Islands. Albert was a gunner on a B-24 bomber and received two 
medals and one stripe. 

On October 31, 1943 he was united in marriage to Margaret Hanke of 
Bach, Michigan. 

The new bride remained in Bach until Albert’s honorable discharge in 
1945 when they moved to a farm east of Owendale, Michigan on the Elkton Road. 
Later they moved to Linkville, Michigan and then to Cass City, Michigan. 

They still reside in Cass City at 6627 Pine Street. Albert is employed by 
General Cable Corp. and Margaret is employed by Walbros Corp. 

Their union was blessed with five daughters, Carol Jean, Donna Marie, 
Judy Ann, Bonnie Lou and Linda Kay. 

Carol Jean Weippert is married to Dick Lapeer. They have three children, 
Lee Ann, Brenda, and Jimmy. 

Donna Marie Weippert was married to Walsh. They had two children, Kirk 
and Patrick. Donna is now married to Pat Aquaile. 

Judy Ann Weippert married Gust Churchill on November 9, 1970. Prior 
to her marriage Judy Ann worked for the F.B.I. in Washington D.C. from 
1965 until 1968. 

Bonnie Lou Weippert married Jerry Brandenburg on January 15, 1968. 

They have one child, Jason Fred. 

Prior to their marriage Bonnie Lou worked for the F.B.I. in Washington 
D.C. from 1965 until 1968 and Jerry served with the United States Air Force 
from 1966 until 1970. Jerry was stationed in Vietnam and was awarded the 
purple heart. 

Linda Kay Weippert has not married. 



Albert Fred and Margaret (Hanke) Weippart 
Married October 31, 1943 


Children 

Carol Jean Weippert 
Donna Marie Weippert 
Judy Ann Weippert 
Bonnie Lou Weippert 
Linda Kay Weippert 


Date of Birth 
December 5, 1943 
November 9, 1945 
April 4, 1947 
July 19, 1948 
November 13, 1949 


Children 
Lee Ann Lapeer 
Brenda Lapeer 
Jimmy Lapeer 

Children 
Kirk Walsh 
Patrick Walsh 


Carol Jean and Dick Lapeer 

Date of Birth 
December 29, 1958 
October 24, 1959 
March 12 

Donna Marie and Pat Aquaile 

Date of Birth 
July 29, 1965 
October 4, 1967 

Judy Ann and Gust Churchill 
Married November 9, 1970 
Bonnie Lou and Jerry Brandenburg 
Married January 15, 1968 


Children 

Jason Fred Brandenburg 


Date of Birth 
November 21, 1974 


Linda Kay Weippert 



Elsie Weippert 


Elsie Weippert was employed in Saginaw, Michigan where she met John 
Gorashko of Saginaw. They were married on May 12, 1942. Elsie moved to 
Denver, Colorado and then to Aspen Colorado where she is now employed by 
Gardner Ranch. 

They adopted Patricia Hoffman of Saginaw. Patricia was married to 
George Baer and they had one daughter, Annette May. She is now married 
to Odis (Buddy) Walls and they have had one child, Anthony. 


Children 

Patricia Hoffman 


Elsie and John Gorashko 
Married May 12, 1942 

Date of Birth 
September 18, 1947 


Children 
Annette Baer 
Anthony Walls 


Patricia and Odis (Buddy) Walls 
Married 1969 


Date of Birth 
September 16, 1966 
January 27, 1970 



Harold Arthur Weippert 


Harold was drafted by his country and left for military service in 1947. 
He served with the Signal Corps in Kentucky. In 1949 he was involved in an 
automobile accident and broke his leg. He was laid-up for quite some time. 

He was discharged on January 3, 1950. He was recalled to active duty when 
the Korean War broke out but was honorably discharged because of his leg 
injury. 

After his discharge he attended school in Grand Rapids where he learned 
the upholstering trade. After completing his course he opened up a shop in 
Elkton, Michigan in partnership with Art Lange. His injured leg continued 
bother him and after several years he sold his shop and moved to Colorado 
where he hoped the climate would be better for his leg. 

He returned a short time later and was married to Margaret Lange of 
Port Hope, Michigan on August 6, 1955. Soon after their marriage they moved 
to Engelwood, Colorado. In 1960 they purchased a home in Castle Rock, 
Colorado where they still reside at 170 Beverly Blvd. 

TheyJhave two adopted children, Carolyn and Danny. 

Harold Arthur and Margaret (Lange) Weippert 
Married August 6, 1955 

Children Date of Birth 

Carolyn Barbara Weippert Adopted July 2, 1966 at 

age of three weeks. 

Danny George Weippert Adopted June 20, 1968 at 

the age of three weeks. 



Birthdays of Son and Daughter in Laws 


Name 


Date of Birth 


Stanley Reder 
Joseph Ayotte 
Marita Latehe Reder 
Rosalie Johnson Meyer 
Dorthy Rhoades Meyer 
John Connors 
Robert Nemeth 
Russel Gawne 
A1 Carr 

Michael Hildebrandt 
Carl Gotham 

Barbara O’Donald Gotham 

John Woldt 

Donald Bauer 

Leonard Neumann 

Albert Prieh 

Chris Stevens 

Kenneth Gremel 

Sandra Kain Neumann 

Marshall Fast 

Sue Mitchell Bingham 

Kathrin Klemkowski Weippert 

James LaFave 

Ray Darga 

Eugene Finkbeiner 

Bert Curtis 

Nancy Arvil Weippert 

Christine Guinther Weippert 

Peter Zowinski 

Viola Polley Weippert 

Dale Koehler 

Allan Nietzke 

Dennis Engelhardt 

Dorothy Nimtz Weippert 

Diane Biarski Harris 

Margaret Hanke Weippert- 

Dick Lapeer 

Pat Aquaile 

Gust Churchill 

Jerry Brandenburg 

John Garashko 

Odis (Buddy) Walls 

Margaret Lange Weippert 


June 27, 1908 
June 17, 1947 
March 28, 1955 
March 22, 1929 
August 15, 1926 
July 10, 1931 

September 19, 1902 
May 15, 1907 

August 14, 1931 

July 26, 1907 

September 21, 1908 
January 15, 1933 

January 28, 1936 
May 7, 1943 
May 11, 1924 
February 10, 1947 
December 27, 1914 


June 20, 1920 
December 12, 1941 
June 24, 1942 
April 24, 1942 
March 4, 1916 
November, 1948 
July 25, 1927 


November 11, 1947 
March 3, 1947 

July 6, 1939 
August 5, 1935 



History of Sebewaing Village and Township from 1853-1957 


On driving through our village and the beautiful open country today 
where fields are carefully tilled and planted during the spring season, 
the traveler will need to stretch his imagination to visualize in his 
mind's eye how the swampy wilderness looked when our fore-fathers arrived 
in Sebewaing, (The Indian name for the settlemen) in 1849. There were 
great stands of white pine along the sandy ridges, their tops towering high 
into the sky. The virgin forests had many kinds of evergreen trees as well 
as the hardwoods, oak, beech, elm, ash, and birch. The last named species 
grew on the heavier soil located farther away from the shores of Saginaw 
Bay. In these dense forests it grew dark long before sunset. The sun 
seldom penetrating the tree tops, wildlife was abundant. The forest was a 
comparatively silent place except for the bird calls and songs, the chatter 
of the squirrels in autumn, or the cries of the wild beasts. 

These were the hunting grounds of the Chippewa Indian tribe, who lived 
along the banks of almost every stream and river in Michigan. There were 
about one hundred Indians in the band at Sebewaing, of which only about a 
half dozen Indians owned land. The immigrants who bought land from the 
Indians were plagued with squatter's shacks on their properties. To get the 
squatters to vacate, the new owners had to pay the Indians off before they 
would move on to other areas. 

White men from Thumb Peninsula-Government Surveyors, American Fur Co. 
agents, land speculators and lumber company agents, came to see what Sebewaing 
had to offer. The U.S. government was offering one hundred thousand acres 
of land and forest in Michigan for $1,25 per acre. The news of these 
offerings had reached Europe though Lutheran missionaires who were in 
Michigan working among the heathen American Indians. 

The first missionary was J.J. Auch, who came here from Germany, June 
16, 1845, and founded the Immanual Lutheran Church, in Auchville Township 
in 1851. A large number of settlers arrived from Ann Arbor. They had 



originally lived in Stutgart Germany (the area where Karl Weippert-Barbra 
Schwenk lived.) By 1853 these men had organized Auchville Township and 
elected township officers. On February 10, 1857 the township board 
officially approved changing the name Auchville to Sebewaing. The meaning of 
the word Sebewaing in Chippewa language translations are as follows. Winding 
creek, crooked river, at the creek. This new settlement was growing. Huge 
trees were cleared away to make room for log houses and the growing of maize, 
potatoes and grain among the tree stumps. In the late 1830’s thousands of 
German immigrants were coming to a free America, The sail boats that brought 
them to America took sixty-five days to make the crossing. This was somewhat 
longer than they anticipated. The passengers were just beginning to chop up 
their beds for fuel when land was sighted at Utica, New York. Many of them 
stayed in New York, others spread out to other parts of the country. Many 
of them who came from Wirettenberg and Stutgart area, came to seek their 
fortune in the Sebewaing area. Boats came from across the bay from Saginaw 
to Sebewaing twice a week to carry mail and other supplies. 

On March 4, 1855 a new log Church and school were built by the Immanuel 
Lutheran Congregation. 

The clergy men had to come by horse and cutter across the snow and ice of 
Saginaw Bay to be guest speakers. 

The Rev. J.J. Auch of Germany was the pastor of this first church in 
Huron County. He aided the first settlers as well as ministering to the needs 
of the Indians. The plan of the Church was to attract people to this area 
who would act as Christian examples for the Indians to pattern after. Hope 
dimmed as the time passed with regard to the success of this type of missionary 
project. 

The Indians continued to move deeper into the forest in search of better 
hunting and fishing. It became impossible to follow them in their trek. 

A small log building was built in 1845 to serve as a chapel and school 
for the Indian children that remained here. It also served as living quarters 



for the missionary and stood across from the present public school on East 
Main Street. 

On August 2, 1855 while Franklin Pierce was President, the United States 
Government called a conference at Detroit of all Indian Chiefs in the State 
of Michigan. A treaty was signed which gave every twenty-one year old male 
Indian eight acres of land in Isabella County. Eight hundred Indians settled 
in this area, but soon the Civil War broke out and many of the young Indian 
braves entered the army. 

The settlers were eager to start their new found home and started to 
clear the land they purchased chopping clearings. It took six to eight years 
before the huge stumps rotted enough to burn, in the meantime the excess logs 
were piled and burned. Wild black berries, raspberries and strawberries 
grew in the clearings. Fish, turkey, ducks, geese, pigeons, squirrels and 
partridge were abundant. 

The streams and waterways yielded ample supplies of white fish, pike, 
perch, bass,herring and huge sturgeon which measured ten to twelve feet in 
length and weighed up to five hundred pounds. 

The cabins were lighted by burning tallow candles which were made by 
pouring tallow into a mold around a wick. At night no one ventured outside 
without a torch. The torches were made of hickory bark tied to a green stick 
of wood. The bears liked to feast on the settler's pigs. The timber wolves 
destroyed sheep and the screams of wild cats were always unnerving threats. 

Outside ovens were built which held sixteen to twenty loaves of bread. 
The bread and coffee cakes were stored in trunks. 

Malaria fever plagued the pioneers. The huge swamp and marshes were 
teeming with millions of mosquitos, the carrier of the fever. 

Doctors and druggists were far removed, the services we take for granted 
in 1975 were unknown by our forebearers. However, they persevered and their 
lives were not without joy. As more settlers 
and land was cleared by community efforts. 


arrived, there were logging bees 



There were many log cabin houses built thru this effort, also there 
were many barn raising bees. These were great social gatherings with men 
and women coming from miles aiound. They put in many hours of contributed 
labor, at the same time they enjoyed the comradeship of the event and the meals, 
which were served by the women. 

Sugar boilings were common in the spring after the gathering of sap 
from tapped maple trees. 

By 1860 the few remaining Indians moved to the Isabella Reservation 
near Mt. Pleasant. 

In 1864, the Evangelical Society sent Reverend Carl Dieke from Genessee 
County to begin work for a church. He remained two years and was followed 
by the Reverend Stephen Henne. This charge became a mission in 1866. As 
the missionaries had to travel over the territories to hold service, a class 
leader was elected so the meetings could be held on a regular basis for 
worship and spiritual growth. Imagine the courage a frontier circuit rider 
must have possessed, a friendly horse was his only companion. Swamps, 
mosquitos, malaria, raiding Indians, trails rather than roads, and wild animals 
numbered among his trials and discouragements. At times he followed river 
courses or lake shores. 

Had he not had such a great unshakable faith and an urgent call to 
service his master, the results of his labor would not be evident today. 

The small Evangelical Church was built in 1868. It became known as the 
Settlement Church and was located two miles east of Sebewaing near the corner 
known as Currey's corner on M 25. Until 1891 only the German language was 
spoken. Men occupied one side of the church and women the other side which 
was also practiced in the Lutheran Churches. By 1905 it was decided to have 
the families sit together at services and meetings. Soon English classes 
were organized. Annual camp meetings were held for a week of religious 



teaching in mid-suimier. No buildings were erected but people converged 
from all over the district and pitched their tents for a time of spiritual 
renewal and enrichment and dedication to God's work. One large tent served, 
as a tabernacLe. 

In 1912 the fairgrounds along the Saginaw Bay was purchased by the 
Evangelical Church and the name chosen for the site was Bay Shore Park. 

The teachers of the school were boarded by district families. Reading, 
writing and arithmetic were taught with the big-stick discipline. 

However, outside the school room there were things to do which more than 
compensated for the strict discipline inside it. Some of the school age children 
would see Indian babies in hammocks near the Wigwams. These Indians came 
-from the Saginaw Reservation to the forest for indefinite visits. It was 
their custom to hang the meat of deer, coon, wild turkey and partridges in 
the trees after smoking or drying to preserve it. 

Some of the children would leave home early in the morning during spring 
days. They would fish for pike and,like Mary’s little lamb,they took 
the fish to school for safekeeping until the school day was over. They would 
stash their catches in the cloak room or anti-room. During recitations the 
tails frequently made flapping noises against the wall and boys being boys 
and girls trying to be nice girls would smother the giggles resulting from 
the fish’s antics in the cloakroom. Sucker spearing was another fascination 
for these youngsters in the spring. 



The Great Forest Fire 


On the morning of September 5, 1881, a great forest fire was raging 
out of control ten miles west of Bad Axe. The fire had swept across the 
thumb area, as a result of the settlers setting fire for clearing needed 
land for farming. The loggers had cut the pine and a wilderness of slashing 
was left. There were branches, tree tops, pine needles, stumps and unwanted 
tree trunks to contend with. These slashes were twelve feet thick and covered 
many acres of land, so fire was set to this accumulation. The summer of 1881 
was an unusually dry hot one. This caused the slashing to be extremely 
dry and there had been no rainfall for two months. 

Hundreds of local fires were burning in the Saginaw Valley and the Thumb. 

No one felt the fires were dangerous until a hurricane like wind began to 
blow from the southwest. Roofs were torn from buildings, log cabins were 
overturned and large trees knocked down. The wind acted like a huge fan on 
these existing fires. About 1 p.m. a strange darkness pressed down ahead of 
the fire and as the fire leaped out of this darkness it suddenly took on 
overwhelming proportions and swallowed or engulfed complete towns and buildings 
in a few minutes. 

This fierce conflagration continued until it reached the waters of 
Lake Huron. Fish were killed in the streams. The birds in the air, wild 
animals in the forests, sheep, pigs, horses, and cattle could not keep 
ahead of the wind driven flames and were burned to death. 

More buildings were burned in Bad Axe than any other town in the Thumb. 
About 450 people ran to the Court House which was newly constructed of 
bricks, for shelter and safety. This building had a tile roof and a well on 
the cast side. The supply of water was plentiful. Crews of men took turns 
pumping water with which to drench the Courthouse as one crew became exhausted 
another took its place. 

The heat was of such intensity that men could work only a few minutes 
before alternating with each other. At 7 A,M. Tuesday morning September 6, 1881 


the temperature was 110 degrees but all the people in the Courthouse were 
alive and thankful. In other parts of the county people saved their 
lives by going into orchards or fields of corn or lying down on planted fields. 
Some found banks of sand, other literally buried their faces in the dirt 
in order to breathe, still others remained near wells, some descended into 
the open mill holes and others took refuge in streams. For miles farmers 
were burned out and all their animals died or suffocated. Relief came on 
Wednesday the seventh in the form of a heavy rainfall. 

Sebewaing, Caseville, Unionville, Akron, and Fairgrove were not affected, 
as the wind blowing from the west to the East kept the fire away. 

Two hundred and eighty people died. Fifteen thousands were homeless, 
more than thirty-four hundred buildings were destroyed and winter was coming on 
There was no food, shelter, clothing, bedding, medicine and the like for 
the thousands of victims of the holocaust. 

This disaster in the State of Michigan was cause of a great cry for 
help by the burned out settlers. Relief came from kindly people throughout 
the entire United States by September 18, 1881 the villagers whose settlement 
had been spared helped as only pioneers knew how to help others of their own 
kind in times of great distress and anguish. 

Before a month passed, log shanties were ready for occupancy in the 
burned out villages. Stove pipes could be seen protruding from the roofs, 
and soon a new planting of wheat was showing it's green shoots on land cleared 
by that fire. 



AS OF AUGUST 1983 

HAPPENINGS SINCE PRINTING OF THE BOOK IN 1975 
First reunion August 24th 1980 52 attending. 

Second reunion September 13th 1981 51 attending. 

Third reunion September 12th 1982 64 attending. 


MARRIAGES 

CAROL JEAN LAPEER TO RAYMOND MARTIN 
SANDRA. BAUER TO LARRY MARKS 
SHIRLEY STEVENS TO ROD RABIDEAU 
MARY BAUER TO JAMES SCHULZ 
KAREN MEYER TO ROBERT SWERINGEN 
DANIEL MEYER TO STEPHANIE GARCIA 
ANNETTE GREMEL TO TED 30LZMAN 

David meyer to aleta balentine 

BRIAN PRICH TO SHELLY WILDMAN 
JEAN E. MEYER TO ROBERT CROSS 
MARK MEYER TO CHRISTY VALENTI 


DEATHS 


11-12-76 

JOHN V/OLBT 

4-10-80 

7-28-79 

BERT CURTIS 

1-9-82 

8 - 4-79 

OTTO WEIPPERT 

3-12-82 

8 - 11-79 

ERIC MEYER 

6-1-82 

9 - 19-79 

AL CARR 

10-19-82 

5 - 30-80 

DORTHY WEIPPERT 

3-13-83 

2 - 14-81 

11-28-81 

Our sympathy 1 s to the families 
who have lost a loved one. 

6 - 19-82 

7 - 31-82 

7-30-83 




BIRTHS 

TO LEONARD & MARITA KEDER A SON STEPHEN 10-23-77 

TO GERALD & BONNIE BRANDENBURG A SON JEFFERY 1-9-78* 

TO JOHN Sc SHARON AYOTTE A SON ROBERT PAUL 7-12-79 

TO CARL Sc NANCY VEIPPERT A SON NATHAN 3-10-80 

TO TED & ANNETTE BQL2MAN A DAUGHTER FEATHER 8-1-8l 

TO JAMES & MARY SCHULZ A SON TERRY 9-3-82 

TO LARRY & SANDRA MARKS A SON BRANDON 1-20-83 

TO CARL & NANCY WEIPPERT A SON GEREMY 4-8-83 


A hearty welcome into our family to all new spouses, the new born and children ofi 


ROBERT CROSS, HUSBAND 

OF JEAN ’’MEYER" CROSS. 

NIKKI CROSS 

BORN 1970 

BETHANY CROSS 

BORN 1976 

CHILDREN OF CHRISTY MEIER, WIFE OF MARK MEYER. 

DANIELLE VALENTI 

BORN 1978 

SAMANTHA VALENTI 

BORN 1979 















































